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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You have a full time job and are also doing a part time evening course. You now find that you
can not continue the course.

Write a letter to your tutor. In your letter,

describe the situation

explain why you cannot continue at this time

say what action you would like to take

You should write at least 150 words.

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Many people believe that media coverage of celebrities is having a negative effect on
children.

To what extent do you agree?
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You should write at least 250 words.
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SAMPLE WRITING TASK 1
Dear Sir or Madam,

My name is Muhamad Abdul. I am taking a part-time evening course. I am having a hard time
keeping up with this course. I am afraid I cannot continue the course.
My problem is, I have a full-time job, from 9am – 5pm. Sometimes, I am asked to stay extra
hours, to finish up the rest of the work. That is because the holidays are coming up soon. Also I
have to do some work preparations for the next day.

At night when I get home, I am too tired to even prepare a dinner for myself. Also I have no time
to study for this course.
I would like drop this course this quarter. Then take it again the next quarter. So, please accept
my situation.

Thank you for your cooperation

Sincerely

M. Abdul

SAMPLE WRITING TASK 2
In the past, news about famous people may have been confined to gossip columns in
newspapers; these days it is not uncommon for celebrities to feature as front page news. There
is evidence that the public feels there is too much news coverage of famous people. Not
surprisingly, there is concern about how this might be affecting people, and in particular
children.

One of the possible negative consequences of the 'cult of celebrity' is the tendency to confuse
fame and notoriety. Celebrity scandals are just as likely to receive publicity as celebrity
achievements. Indeed, some famous people have received more attention for their misuse of
drugs and alcohol than for their successes on the stage or in sports. Children who crave
attention may come to see misbehaviour as normal.

The emphasis on individuals in the public eye may also be at the expense of serious news
coverage. Next to the superficial excitement of celebrity gossip, news about serious events and
issues that have a more profound effect on people's lives may seem uninteresting. Children
may be forming a very distorted picture of how the world works.

The negative influence of celebrities on children can also be seen in children's career
aspirations. These days, young people are much more likely to see themselves as potential
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sports stars or entertainers. The prevalence of these figures in the mass media may convey the
impression that such positions are plentiful. Children may be developing unrealistic
expectations that they too will become rich and famous.

In summary, the 'cult of celebrity' may be affecting children in a number of undesirable ways. It
is important that children be taught to critically evaluate what they see in the media so that
they can form a more realistic view of society, acceptable behaviour, and indeed themselves.
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